
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, June 5, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
  

PART YET APART 
 

When confronted with an enemy moving against him, a general has a limited number of 
choices. He can fight, retreat, or surrender. 
 

On a daily basis, Christians are confronted with the forces of darkness, the forces of sin and evil.  
Forces that Jesus labels as "the world" in this Sunday's Gospel. (John 17:1-11) These forces 
seem to be more present and powerful than ever.  
 

There is an increasing materialism that glorifies wealth, a widening gap between rich and poor, 
a mounting disrespect for human life and dignity, a growing worship of fame and celebrity, an 
expanding addiction to the internet and to the latest digital device, a swelling availability of 
pornography that degrades sexual intimacy, a continuing collapse of shared moral standards, a 
further breakdown of the family, an ever more pervasive media influence that scorns religion 
and espouses values contrary to the Gospel, the insidious effects of rising drug and alcohol 
addiction, and escalating cases of sexual, physical and emotional abuse. 
 

Confronted with such forces moving against them, Christians respond in a variety of ways. 
Some Christians fight the good fight, proclaiming the Kingdom of God and warring against the 
darkness in society. As a great hymn puts it "Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
with the cross of Jesus going on before." 
 

Some Christians sound retreat, isolating themselves as much as possible from the "world." They 
retreat into gated communities made up of people with similar values. They become part of 
movements whose members support one another, claiming they are the true believers, they 
are the saved. They limit their contacts to those who believe and live as they do. 
 

And some Christians just give up. They throw up their hands and surrender, and the "world" 
and its values slowly push Jesus and his ideals out of their hearts. 
 

In Sunday's Gospel, Jesus prays for his followers as he is about to leave them. He prays 
"not...for the world," which equates in John's Gospel to the forces of darkness, but Jesus prays 
for those the Father has given him "out of the world."  
 

Jesus does not pray that they be removed from this earth, but that like him they will glorify the 
Father by "accomplishing the work" that the Father gave him to do. That work involves being 
true to God, and faithful to Jesus Christ and his Gospel. 
 

As Christians, we are part of this world, part of this life, but we are to stand apart from the 
"world" of darkness and sin by how we live. That is what Jesus did and that is what he prays 
that we will do. We are not to fight, not to retreat, not to surrender. In every situation, we are 
to be faithful to the Father, faithful to God, just as Jesus was. 
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